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his own ambition of looking and sounding like a Prime
Minister, and had thus helped to demonstrate, for the moment,
that Labour was "fit to govern" after all. But it soon began
to appear that MacDonald's ambition was not merely to look
'like a statesman of the traditional type, but also to behave like
one. Compelled by the pressure of Labour opinion to recog-
nize the Soviet Union and to institute negotiations for an
Anglo-Russian treaty, he had abated nothing of his hatred
of Communism, or of his determination to dissociate his party
from all taint of Communist associations. It might be necessary
to enter into relations with the Russian Communists as a
Government; but that seemed to MacDonald all the more
reason for stamping hard on the propaganda of Communism
in Great Britain. The launching by the Communist Party of
an oddly named "Minority Movement" in August, with the
powerful support of Tom Mann and intended to control the
Trade Union movement, seemed to him and his colleagues a
piece of impertinent arrogance made possible only by con-
siderable Russian subventions. The initial support which it
received, which was not inconsiderable, was due not to Com-
munist convictions but to acute disappointment with the
Government; but that was no less an offence to MacDonald.
His Attorney-General, Sir Patrick Hastings, whether of his
own volition or urged on, presented him in October with a
court case which relieved his feelings. He prosecuted
J. R, Campbell, Editor of the Communist Workers3 Weekly, for
a "don't shoot" article. This, though the article was probably
illegal, was a folly; the Labour rank and file had not sent its
Government to Westminster to attack free speech. The
indignation in Labour circles was such that the suit had to be
withdrawn, an admission of folly. No defence of the with-
drawal was attempted in Parliament, except some senti-
mentalizing over Campbell's war-wound and military medal;
it would not do, and after a defeat in Parliament, MacDonald
dissolved it on October 9.
This was a bad enough case for the Labour candidates to
fight on, and he proceeded to make it worse. A document
called the "Red Letter" was produced and printed in the
Daily Mail and elsewhere. It purported to be a letter from